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Session 5
Introduction to CSS



To format the body text, simply 
highlight the specific line(s) of 
text and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list level’ 
button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too 
far and should use the ‘decrease 
level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

What is CSS?
p68

CSS describes how HTML elements should be displayed.

CSS stands for Cascading Style Sheets.

CSS describes how HTML elements are to be displayed on screen, paper, or in other media.

CSS saves a lot of work. It can control the colour, typography and layout of multiple web pages all at once.

External stylesheets are stored in CSS files.
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compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

Understanding CSS
Imagine there is an invisible box around every element

Two types of elements - block and inline

“On the right hand side, you can see the same HTML page, but I have added outlines to each of the 
elements so that you can see how CSS will treat each element as if it lives inside its own box.” Jon Duckett
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History
p69

https://goo.gl/2cwT1I
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Example
p70

http://www.csszengarden.com/
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Example
p73<!DOCTYPE html>

<html>
  <head>
    <meta charset="utf-8">
    <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width">
    <title>My CSS experiment</title>
  </head>
  <body>
    <h1>Hello World!</h1>
    <p>This is my first CSS example</p>
    <ul>
      <li>First list item</li>
      <li>Second List item</li>
    </ul>
  </body>
</html>
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the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too 
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button to format your text.

Example
p73h1 {

  color: blue;
  background-color: yellow;
  border: 1px solid black;
}

p {
  color: red;
}



To format the body text, simply 
highlight the specific line(s) of 
text and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list level’ 
button. If you continue to click 
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How does CSS work?
p74
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How to apply your CSS to your HTML
p74/75

<!DOCTYPE html>
<html>
  <head>
    <meta charset="utf-8">
    <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width">
    <title>My CSS experiment</title>
    <link href="style.css" rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" /> 
  </head>
  <body>
    <h1>Hello World!</h1>
    <p>This is my first CSS example</p>
    <ul>
      <li>First list item</li>
      <li>Second List item</li>
    </ul>
  </body>
</html>

h1 {
  color: blue;
  background-color: yellow;
  border: 1px solid black;
}

p {
  color: red;
}

style.cssindex.html

Method 1: External stylesheet
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How to apply your CSS to your HTML
p75

<!DOCTYPE html>
<html>
  <head>
    <meta charset="utf-8">
    <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width">
    <title>My CSS experiment</title>
    <style>

h1 {
  color: blue;
  background-color: yellow;
  border: 1px solid black;
}

p {
  color: red;
}

    </style>
  </head>
  <body>
    <h1>Hello World!</h1>
    <p>This is my first CSS example</p>
    <ul>
      <li>First list item</li>
      <li>Second List item</li>
    </ul>
  </body>
</html>

h1 {
  color: blue;
  background-color: yellow;
  border: 1px solid black;
}

p {
  color: red;
}

style.cssindex.html

Method 2: Internal (embedded) styles
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button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too 
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level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

Exercise 1

Change the code so that the list items appear in green (as shown)
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CSS Syntax
● Style sheets are composed of style rules that describe the styling to be applied.

● The rules tell the browser how to display the content of specified elements.

● Each rule has two parts: a selector and a declaration(s).

● Each declaration has two parts: a property and a value.

selector {

property-1: value for property-1;

property-2: value for property-2;

… …

property-N: value for property-N;

 } 
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CSS Syntax (examples)

Rule 1 Rule 2

● Style sheets are composed of style rules that describe the styling to be applied.

● The rules tell the browser how to display the content of specified elements.

● Each rule has two parts: a selector and a declaration(s).

● Each declaration has two parts: a property and a value.
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Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

CSS Syntax (questions)
1. Identify the selector in each of the two rules shown below.

2. How many declarations does each rule have?

3. What are the properties and their associated values?

4. What does each rule do?

Rule 1 Rule 2

h1 {

  color: blue;

  background-color: yellow;

  border: 1px solid black;

}

p {

  color: red;

}
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CSS Syntax - recap
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CSS Syntax - common properties

Typography 

font-size

font-weight

font-family

Colours

color  

background-color 

Positioning 

position  

width, height

line-height

text-align

margin

padding

border

https://www.w3schools.com/cssref/index.php
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button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
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level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

CSS Syntax - selectors

CSS Selectors Video - https://youtu.be/viJJoo8uJuY

p84
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CSS Syntax - selectors
p83
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button to format your text.

CSS Type Selectors

p {
  text-align: center;
  color: red;
} 

body {
color: white;
background-color: orchid;

}
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CSS Class selectors

.bold {
  font-weight: bold;
}

.italics {
  font-style: italic;
}

.strikethrough {
  text-decoration: line-through;
}

<ul>
  <li class="bold">This item is in bold</li>
  <li class="italics">This is in italics</li>
  <li class="strikethrough">A line through this item</li>
</ul>

HTML 

CSS
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CSS ID Selectors

#polite {
  font-family: cursive;
}

#rude {
  font-family: monospace;
  text-transform: uppercase;
}

<p id="polite"> — "Good morning."</p>
<p id="rude"> — "Go away!"</p>

CSS HTML
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button to format your text.

CSS Selectors Exercises

https://www.w3schools.com/css/exercise.asp?filename=exercise_selectors1

https://www.w3schools.com/css/exercise.asp?filename=exercise_selectors1


To format the body text, simply 
highlight the specific line(s) of 
text and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list level’ 
button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too 
far and should use the ‘decrease 
level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

1. Fork the PRE-CODE provided

2. Browse style.css

3. Code along with presenter
(uncomment each block one-by-one)

4. Evaluate. Test and explain each change

CSS Selectors Demonstration / Code along activity



CSS Cascade, Colour, 
Units, Font and Layout



To format the body text, simply 
highlight the specific line(s) of 
text and click ‘tab’ or press 
‘increase/decrease list level’ 
button. If you continue to click 
the ‘Tab’ button and the text 
turns red you have tabbed too 
far and should use the ‘decrease 
level’ button to return to 
compliant text.

Do not use the bullet point 
button to format your text.

The Cascade
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Colours

CSS syntax allows you to configure colours in a variety of 
ways:
• colour name
• hexadecimal colour value
• hexadecimal shorthand colour value
• decimal colour value (RGB triplet)
• HSL (Hue, Saturation, and Lightness) colour value notation 
new to CSS3;
see http://www.w3.org/TR/css3-color/#hsl-color
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Font Families
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CSS Absolute Units

p84
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CSS Relative Units

p85
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The Box Model

p88
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border-style



  

Part 2 - CSS Tutorial 
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Pair Programming
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Tutorial

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z-p0VvFYrv-N026LQ9V7l9rj3NsaWx77/view?usp=sharing



  

Responsive Design
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Responsive Design



© PDST 2023


